
Subject Combination Selection

For Secondary 3 Express in 2025



Timeline for Subject 
Combination Selection 2024

Month Event

26 March Briefing to students on various subject 
combinations by FT

26 March Subject Combination slides to 
parents/guardians via PG and school website

22 July Subject Combination Survey

16 October Final briefing to students

16 October Subject combination slides and further 
instructions to parents/guardians via PG and 
school website

16 - 19 October Subject Combination Selection Exercise

4 November
Release of results for Subject Combination 
Allocation Exercise

4 – 8 Nov Appeal Period (submit hard copy form)

22 Nov Release of Final Appeal Results 



Important things to note

• The subject combination selection exercise 

period

Opening: 16 October (Wednesday) 12.00 pm. 

Closing: 19 October (Saturday) 12.00 pm.

• You are to use Overall results to check against 

the minimum criteria for eligibility for selected 

combinations.



Important things to note



EXPRESS
Compulsory subjects

• English Language

• Mother Tongue (unless exempted by MOE)

• Elementary Mathematics

• Pure Science/ Combined Science

• Humanities (Social Studies with Elective Geography/ 

Literature/ History)



EXPRESS
Subjects offered in Secondary 3

• Chemistry or

Science Chemistry

• Physics or

Science Physics

• Biology or

Science Biology

• Geography (Core and Elective)

• History (Core and Elective)

• Literature (Elective only)

• Additional Mathematics

• Principles Of Accounts

• Art

• Design and Technology

• Nutrition and Food Science

• Exercise and Sports Science



EXPRESS
Criteria for Eligibility 2025

Subject Minimum criteria for eligibility

Triple Pure Sciences At least 65% in overall performance  

At least 70% in Sec 2 Science 

At least 55% in Sec 2 Mathematics 

Students MUST take Additional 
Mathematics

Double Pure Sciences At least 65% in Sec 2 Science

At least 55% in Sec 2 Mathematics 

Students MUST take Additional 
Mathematics

Additional Mathematics At least 55% in Sec 2 Mathematics



EXPRESS
Criteria for Eligibility 2025

Subject Minimum criteria for eligibility

Geography 

History

At least 60% in Sec 2 Geography 

At least 60% in Sec 2 History

Art

D&T

NFS

ESS

At least 55% in Sec 2 Art

At least 55% in Sec 2 D&T

At least 55% in Sec 2 FCE

At least B grade for 2.4km run, or to represent the 
school in a competitive sport (excluding bowling)



EXPRESS
Criteria for Eligibility 2025

All Combinations with 8 
subjects

At least 65% in overall performance  



EXPRESS
Subject Combinations



EXPRESS
Important things to note

• Express students will take 7 or 8 subjects.
Note: 
Students who are officially exempted from Mother Tongue may take 6 – 7 subjects.

• You are advised to select the combinations with 8 
subjects only if you are confident that you can 
manage the demands for all 8 subjects.

• 8 subjects combinations are:

✓  Triple Pure Sciences

✓  Double Pure Sciences (Phy & Chem) with Core Humanity

✓  Double Pure Sciences (Phy & Chem) with Course Work



EXPRESS
Important things to note

• If you miss your preferred combination’s criteria by a 
few marks, you can still select it as your first choice. 
However, your other choices MUST be combinations 
you are eligible for.

• Being eligible for a combination does not guarantee 
that you will get the combination. It is also 
dependent on your choice and the vacancies in each 
subject combination.



EXPRESS
Important things to note

• If you meet the minimum criteria to do pure 
Sciences, you can use the first four choices for Pure 
Science combinations (3E1 & 3E2). Your 5th choice 
must be a Combined Science combination (3E3 or 
3E4). In the event that the Pure Sciences vacancies 
are filled up, we will know your preferred choice for 
combined Science combinations.

• Minimum enrolment to open a class for a specific 
subject:  15 students. 



NORMAL (ACADEMIC)
Compulsory subjects

• English Language

• Mother Tongue (unless exempted by MOE)

• Elementary Mathematics

• Combined Science                                                          
(Chemistry/ Physics or Chemistry/ Biology)

• Humanities                                              
(Social Studies with Elective Literature/ History/ Geography)



NORMAL (ACADEMIC)
Subjects offered in Secondary 3

• Science Chemistry

• Science Physics

• Science Biology

• Geography (Elective)

• History (Elective)

• Literature (Elective)

• Additional Mathematics

• Principles Of Accounts

• Art (O)

• Design and Technology (O)

• Nutrition and Food Science

• Exercise and Sports Science (O)



NORMAL (ACADEMIC)
Criteria for Eligibility 2025

Subject Minimum criteria for eligibility

Additional 
Mathematics

At least 65% in Sec 2 Mathematics

7 subjects: at least 55% for overall percentage

Art (O level)

D&T (O level)

NFS (O level)

ESS (O level)

At least 60% in Sec 2 Art

At least 55% in Sec 2 D&T

At least 55% in Sec 2 FCE

To offer Exercise and Sports Science:

(i) At least B grade for 2.4km run, or to represent the 
school in a  competitive sport (excluding bowling)

(ii) 60% in Science (NA)

(iii) 50% in English Language (NA)



NORMAL (ACADEMIC)
Subject Combinations



NORMAL (ACADEMIC)
Important things to note

• Normal (Academic) students will take 6 or 7 subjects.

Note: 
Students who are officially exempted from Mother Tongue may take 5 – 6 subjects.

• The 7th Subject is Additional Mathematics.



NORMAL (TECHNICAL)
Compulsory subjects

• English Language

• Mother Tongue (unless exempted by MOE)

• Elementary Mathematics

• Science

• Computer Applications (CPA)



NORMAL (TECHNICAL)
Elective Subjects (Choose 1)

• Elements of Business Skills (EBS)

• Design and Technology (D&T) ‘O’ Levels

• Nutrition and Food Science (NFS)



NORMAL (TECHNICAL)
Criteria for Eligibility 2025

Subject Minimum criteria for eligibility

Element of Business 
Skills

At least 50% in English Language

Design and Technology At least 55% in Sec 2 D&T

Nutrition and Food 
Science

At least 50% in Sec 2 FCE



NORMAL (TECHNICAL)
Subject Combinations offered for 2025

Subject 1 English Language

Subject 2 Mother Tongue (unless officially exempted by MOE)

Subject 3 Elementary Mathematics

Subject 4 Science

Subject 5 Computer Applications (CPA)

Subject 6

Elements of Business Skills (EBS) or

Design & Technology (D&T) or

Nutrition & Food Science (NFS)



NORMAL (TECHNICAL)
Important things to note

• Normal (Technical) students will take 6 subjects.

Note: 

Students who are officially exempted from Mother Tongue may take 5 
subjects.



ALL EARS Platform

• This selection exercise will use the ALL EARS 
platform. The format is the same as the survey you 
did in July.

• All students MUST complete and submit the 
selection before 19 October (Saturday) 12.00 pm.



ALL EARS Platform



ALL EARS Platform



ALL EARS Platform



Subject Combination Codes



ALL EARS Platform



ALL EARS Platform



ALL EARS Platform



Timeline for Subject 
Combination Selection 2024

Month Event

16 October Final briefing to students

16 October Subject combination slides and further 
instructions to parents/guardians via PG and 
school website

16 - 19 October Subject Combination Selection Exercise

4 November
Release of results for Subject Combination 
Allocation Exercise

4 – 8 Nov Appeal Period (submit hard copy form)

22 Nov Release of Final Appeal Results 
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